[Entry into pulmonary artery in complete transposition of the great arteries (author's transl)].
In 91 children with complete transposition of the great arteries investigated by heart catheterization since 1974 the pulmonary artery was probed at the first investigation in 46% and at the second preoperative investigation in 85%. Considering only the last 2 years the pulmonary artery was entered in 93% during the second catheterization. When an additional catheterization was necessary the pulmonary artery was always entered. This was mostly achieved by a flow-directed balloon-catheter preformed before introduction into the vein by alternating application of hot and cold water or in the left atrium by use of a guide wire.